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HCT Academic Honesty Policy
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated within the HCT. Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism (copying) or any other attempt to gain an academic advantage in a dishonest or unfair manner. Breaches of the Academic honesty policy will result in dismissal from HCT. 

YOUR ASSESSED TASK 
Write a detailed proposal to explain what you research project will cover. The proposal should include the name of the industry and organization, the issue or challenge that you have identified and specifically what you are going to research. You should also include a detailed plan that identifies various tasks to be completed and how you think you will approach the tasks with deadlines. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The proposal should be written in HCT report format and referenced using APA format. You should also submit the document to Safe Assign on Black Board Learn. 
This task should be 1000 words (excluding attachments) 
You will need to include the following in your proposal:
	1.
	Title page in APA (with your research title )

	2.
	Table of contents

	3.
	Academic honesty statement

	4.
	Introduction including background to the issue and or industry/company information, purpose and significance of the study

	5.
	Research Proposal including research question, at least two objectives and explanation; brief description of primary and secondary research sources; methodology

	6.
	A plan identifying tasks to be completed, details of how you will approach them and deadlines.

	7.
	Conclusion and descriptions of how your project is going to be done.

	8.
	References (APA format), word count AND SafeAssign score in the bottom of the last page



RESEARCH DESIGN & PLAN
[bookmark: _Toc410913460]Introduction

Shall include a formal statement of the objectives and milestones of a research project. The purpose of this section is to clearly and concisely describe what the proposed research is intended to accomplish. It:
· Should include specific research objectives 
· Objectives should be obtainable within the proposed timeframe 
· Study should be well-focused rather than broad and diffuse
[bookmark: Background][bookmark: _Toc410913461]Background and Significance

The background and significance section states the research problem including the proposed rationale, current state of knowledge and potential contributions and significance of the research to the field:
· Thorough background on the company/industry under study
· Specify existing gaps that the project is intended to fill 
· Discussion should convey the importance and relevance of the research aims 
· Highlight potential policy or practice impacts
[bookmark: Preliminary][bookmark: Design][bookmark: _Toc410913464]



Research Design and Methods

The purpose of the research design and methods section is to describe how the research will be carried out. This section is critical for demonstrating that you have developed a clear, organized and thoughtful study design which:
· Should provide an overview of the proposed design and conceptual framework
· Study goals should relate to proposed study hypotheses or research question
· Include details related to specific methodology; explain why the proposed methods are the best to accomplish study goals
· Describe any concepts, approaches, tools or techniques
· Include a summary of relevant primary and secondary resources you will use for the project and how they relate to the achieving your objectives 
· Include details of how data will be collected and results analyzed 
· Include proposed work plan and timeline 
· Consider and discuss potential limitations and alternative approaches to achieve study aims 
Each research method has strengths and weaknesses. When designing a research study it is important to decide what data is required then select the best methodology to gather that desired information. 
Don't feel that you are bound by your planning document. Through the course of the project, you may come to realize that you cannot get the information in the way you expected, or that you require different information. Your final paper and presentation will not be graded on the basis of what you put down as your proposed plan unless you change everything in the project plan. 

Don’t forget to clearly write down your research question.

MRK 2013 Assessment Rubric for Assessment 1 - Research Proposal & Plan
	EVIDENCE
	A
10 – 8.5
	B
8.4 – 7.5
	C
7.4 – 6.5
	D
6.4 – 6.0
	F
< 6.0

	Details of the chosen industry with explanations for the choice.

10%
	The industry is fully described. All areas are full and descriptive and show evidence of extensive in depth additional research completed. Correctly referenced where necessary
	The industry is described but one or two areas could be more detailed. Evidence of additional research evident. Correctly referenced where necessary
	A simple description of the industry is provided. Some additional research shown and sources are referenced 
	A very basic description of the industry. Very little additional research shown. Very few references or referencing is incorrect. Needs more depth to show understanding of the organisation
	Not really addressed. Limited details shown. No additional research shown. No references or incorrect referencing

	Details of the chosen organisation including sector, type, size activities.
10%

	The organisation is fully described. All areas are full and descriptive and show evidence of extensive in depth additional research completed. Correctly referenced where necessary
	The organisation is described but one or two areas could be more detailed. Evidence of additional research evident. Correctly referenced where necessary
	A simple description of the organisation is provided. Some additional research shown and sources are referenced 
	A very basic description of the organisation. Very little additional research shown. Very few references or referencing is incorrect. Needs more depth to show understanding of the organisation
	Not really addressed. Limited details shown. No additional research shown. No references or incorrect referencing

	A SWOT analysis highlighting issues or challenges that lead to the proposed research objective
10%
	Detailed SWOT analysis provided. All areas are full and descriptive and show evidence of extensive in depth additional research completed. Correctly referenced where necessary
	SWOT analysis is complete but one or two areas could be more detailed. Evidence of additional research evident. Correctly referenced where necessary
	A simple analysis is provided. Some additional research shown and sources are referenced 
	A very basic analysis. Very little additional research shown. Very few references or referencing is incorrect. Needs more depth to show understanding of the organisation
	Not really addressed. Limited details shown. No additional research shown. No references or incorrect referencing

	Identification of  at least three relevant CLOs from Sem’.7 and 8
10%
	At least THREE suitable CLOs identified with full and descriptive explanation of how they are relevant
	At least THREE suitable CLOs identified. Explanation could be more detailed 
	At least THREE suitable CLOs identified but explanation is not very clear and there are one or two small omissions 
	Only ONE or TWO CLOs identified and the explanation is very basic. Needs more depth to show understanding
	Not really addressed. Limited details shown

	Identification of the chosen issue or challenge with a clear objective or problem statement and at least two research objectives        10%
	Chosen issue or challenge is very clear. Explanations for choice are full and descriptive. There is evidence of extensive in depth additional research completed. Correctly referenced where necessary
	Chosen issue or challenge is reasonably clear. One or two areas could be more detailed. Evidence of additional research shown. Correctly referenced where necessary
	Chosen issue or challenge is stated with simple explanation but it could be more detailed.  Some additional research shown and sources are referenced 
	Chosen issue or challenge stated but very basic with not much detail. Very little additional research shown. Very few references or referencing is incorrect. Needs more depth to show understanding 
	Not really addressed. Limited details shown. No additional research shown. No references or incorrect referencing

	Details of the research activities including the proposed methodology

10%

	Methods and types of proposed research activities are fully described with full and descriptive explanation of how they are relevant and including timescales 
	Methods and types of proposed research activities are described with some descriptive explanation of how they are relevant and including some timescales One or two areas could be more detailed
	Methods and types of proposed research activities are listed with basic  descriptive explanation of how they are relevant and including some simple timescales One or two areas not addressed and there are one or two small omissions 
	Some attempt made to list the types of research that will be completed but descriptions are simple and timescales not always clear. Needs more depth to show understanding
	Not really addressed. Limited details shown

	A detailed plan of action including deadlines 
10%
	A detailed plan provided. All areas are full and descriptive and deadlines are realistic
	A reasonable plan provided but one or two areas could be more detailed. There are deadlines for most tasks
	A basic plan provided that shows simple tasks with some deadlines. Not much detail. One or two areas not addressed and there are one or two small omissions
	Plan is very simple with very little detail. It is not always possible to see the deadlines Several areas not addressed. Needs more depth
	Not really addressed. Limited details shown

	Proposal/plan structure and format   

10%
	Proposal/plan is professionally formatted using the HCT guidelines with all of the requirements met;
· Cover Page
· Introduction
· Headings and sub-headings
· Conclusion
· References page
	Proposal/plan is professionally formatted using the HCT guidelines but one of the following is missing;
· Cover Page
· Introduction
· Headings and sub-headings
· Conclusion
· References page
	Proposal/plan is formatted to an acceptable standard using the HCT guidelines but two of the following are missing;
· Cover page
· Introduction
· Headings and sub-headings
· Conclusion
· References page

	Proposal/plan is not formatted using the HCT guidelines and  three of the following are missing;
· Cover Page
· Introduction
· Headings and sub-headings
· Conclusion
· References page
	Proposal/plan is not formatted using the HCT guidelines and more than three of the following are missing;
· Cover Page
· Introduction
· Headings and sub-headings
· Conclusion
· References page

	English language  

10%
	Uses formal writing, logical flow and appropriate vocabulary. Up to five minor typos
	Well written, flows logically with between 9 and 5 spelling or grammar omissions
	Well written, flows logically with not more than 10 spelling or grammar omissions
	Written to an acceptable level, is easy to follow but more than 10 spelling and grammar omissions
	Many omissions that seriously affect the flow

	APA style referencing and Safe Assign 

10%
	Fully accurate APA formatting used including in-text citations. Safe Assign not more than 10% - Safe Assign. Proposal/plan attached

	Mostly accurate APA formatting used including in-text citations. Safe Assign not more than 15% - Safe Assign. Proposal/plan attached

	APA formatting used including in-text citations with occasional omissions or omissions. Safe Assign not more than 20% - no Safe Assign. Proposal/plan attached
	Some attempt made to use APA formatting including in-text citations although omissions are often evident. Safe Assign is more than 25% - no safe Assign. Proposal/plan attached

	APA formatting not used and no in-text citations. 
Proposal/plan not checked using Safe Assign
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